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IT is ORDERED, by the Lords Spie 4d — 


in Parliament aſſembled, that the Thaiiks of this Houſe be and 


are hereby given to the Right Rer. the Loxb Bis80# of Osso- 
ur, for his excellent gerton preactied before this Houſe, on 


| Tueſday laſt, at Chrit-Choreb, that his Lordſhip be and is | 


mon, but ſich as his Lordſhip ſhall appoint, 


hereby delited to cauſe the ſame to be forthivith printed and 
publiſhed, and that no perſon do preſutne to print the ſaid zer- 


JOHN GAYER, | | 
| B. Cl. Par. 
-: 3 


1 
| FR e. | 
RESOLVED, 1 


THA the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the Right Rev. 


Dr. THOMAS LEWIS, Load Bis#0y of Ougonr, for the ex- 


cellent Sermon, by him preached before his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant and both Houſes of Parliament, at Chrill-Church, 
on Tueſday the 16th Inſt. being the Day of General Thankf- 


giving appointed by his Excellency, and that his Lordſhip be 
requeſted to print the ſame, and that the Right Hon. Mr, 
PELHAM and Major Gen. LOFTUS do acquaint his Lord- 


ſhi therewith. . 
F G. FR. HILL, 


Chr. Dom. Com. 
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Fon d theſe laſt fix years, 0 our Gracious Sane * 
has annually: aſſembled his people before the Lord. 
Through the whole of that. difaſtrqus period, the 
band of Gad has been viſibly. fretched over the Chril- 
tian world. We have been witneſſing Revolutions 
unprecedented in civilized ſociety, and calamities 
equal ta what the ſcriptures inform us to have been in- 
flicted molt grievous and examplary on guilty nati- 
ons. It was thereſore to be expected that a Chriſtian 
prince, who looks to the great Diſpoſer in all that - 
befalls himſelf or his people, ſhould make it his firſt 
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5 4 tation, which their ſins might bring Jown upon His' 


.-- kingdoms where the ſeriptures direct them to be 
.* fought for, and that He should excite His people to 
join with Him in n and aner and hu * 
t * 

; «9 1 Q- 14 1 We 3 © 
| This day He direQs us to approach the throne of 
mercy, with other affections, and other offerings. 
Amidſt all the miſeries over which His paternal heart 
has bled, He has had His conſolations, He has had 
His encouragements, If it has not᷑ as yet ſeemed good 
to the ſupreme ruler, that the general cauſe in which 
55 engaged with other princes pruſeſſug the faith of 
Chriſh, mould command the ſuccels its juſtice ſeemed 
to promiſe, yet events have intervened, more imme- 
diately connected with the peculiar intereſts of His 
own people, to encourage-His hopes and animate His 
exertions. Still He ſees the God of bateles-gding forth 
with His fleets. Still on that element, on which the 
Angel of the divine prefeuce has ever been moſt viſibly 
with us, 70 /ave us; In that ſottreſs of nature, in 
which by the peeuliar bleſſing of Heaven; the more 
immediate defence and protection of theſe realms are 
placed, He ſees that ths arm of the Lord hath nos been 
Jhortened, but conduQs His forces as heretofore" to 
conqueſt and vitory—His eonduct under the mercies, 
is as His condutt under the judgments of God. As 
his prope partake with him in the triumph and the 
fruits 
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or how far you may be entitled to hope for 4 couti- 
nustion of the mercies, for which * have 2 
„ 8 = 


*. 
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fruits of this xiGory, Hes EIN they aud 
allo partdke with Him in the gratitude chat is. dur 
the only giver of all victory, und in the dema- 
ſtrations of that gratitulle .it is in the tampl af Mn 


that He preſents che banners takeri from-the wanguiſhh 


ed enemy. The pomp, and the diſplay, and the . 


Were is not in the vain triumph of His. au 
< ſtrength; It is to the Lord, and * as a laſting md 
“ nument of the divine goodneſs to Hlimſelf and Hk 


people; He, therefore calls upon thut penple bo 


join with Him in the effuſions of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, AY e 
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been tranſmitted to you from the throke, through its 
Repreſentative. You have obeyed theſe inſtructionb. 


I am perſuaded you have obeyed them with the ſen- 


-timents and diſpoſitions, which they were ſo well cal- 
culated to inſpire. One thing yet remains, and that » 


however unequal to the taſk, it is my province to at- 


tempt. It remains that I ſhould endeavour, io H 
and deeply engrave on your minds, the impreſſions 


of ſo affecting a moment; that I ſhould endeavour to 


prevent their being forgotten and obliterated wick the 
feſtival ; and above all, that I ſhould lead you "to | 
ſuch reflections as may enable you to judge how far 


you are to conſider theſe victories as laſting bleflings, 


"a 


_ ”” Fc -- 
C. t Attend, therefore, al he who. are.of, the rank and 
Adlelſeription to which the Royal, pſalmiſt add reſſes the 
words of the text. Be iſe, now, be jnſtructad ye 
governors/and ye rulers, and ye legiſlators, and ye 
Judges of the land Acknowledge the goodneſs and 
tlie miercies of the Lard, but with c rejoice before 
him but with rrembling. This will be the main pur- 
port of all chat I. ſhall Iubmit to your conſideration. 
I hall require great indulgence from you; n | 
Fw” nll command a "__— Ys 
dH raft} 
'To you who foe! for u 2 whoſe aut? and | 
ſtudy it is to watch over the intereſts of yaur country, 4 
it would be ſuperfluous to detail the progreſs of that wy 
portentous revolution that has ſpread deſolation and 
| Havoc through the human race, and reduced theſe 
kingdoms to an extreme of difficulty, and 1 
of which our hiſtory affords no example. 
have obſerved, in common with every peo 
ing mind, how it has purſued its exterminating 
courſe, baffling all human calculations, diſappoint- 
ing the concluſions of all human experience, and 
fruſtrating and confounding the devices of human 
wiſdom, and human policy. Finding no internal re- 
ſources, but in its .crimes, and unſupported from 
abroad, but by the deſertion or ſubmiſſion of thoſe, 
ho were moſt intereſted in oppoſing i its ſucceſs, you 
have ſeen it defeat the moſt powerful combination that 
Europe eyer formed, to avert the greateſt evils, with 


which 


* * — 
„ 
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a n | 

Set in fates bene evet:metaged. You have folr 

lowed it in that aſtoniſhing ſucceſſion of viftory to 
victory that, with the rapidity of "its own eagles, , 
ſhook Germany to its center; and you fawthe ſhort 
ſuſpenſion of loſſes and defeats which only ſeryed to 
inſpire the allied powers with deluſive' hopes, that 
were to aggravate the mortification and diſgrace. . 
ſubſequent diſcomfiture, and that ended in the total 
diſſolution of their league, and the ſubverſion. of the 
government, religion, and laws of ont the fare | 
POR neee "aþ . 


Nor hams yok 1 Een cblerrane of the 50 
of that ſtill more deſtructive war, which theſe 
| CA human race have been waging againſt. 
the moral, ſocial, and religious world around them. 
You have ſeen their principles preparing ealy con 
queſts for their arms, and their impious and aheiſti- 
cal miſſionaries anticipating the triumph of their fero- 
| cious-leaders,, You have deeply felt, and long I fear 
muſt you fel, that while the providential barriers, with 
whichweare ſurrounded, preferved our iſlandsfrom the 
miſeries whichtheir exterminating armies wereinflicting 
on the Continent; they proyed no defence againſt the ir- 
ruption of their equally exterminating doctrines. Even 
that happy portion of the empire that has been ſo long 
at peace within itſelf, has not been altogether proof 
againſt the deadly infection. Amidſt all the antidotes. 
and wholeſome preſervatives of its laws, its manners, 
its * its religion, it * not been without its 
experience 


.  Þwould willingly draw an eternal veil, The crimes 


ſteps that led to that ſtate of internal diſturbance that 


. 
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ee 
cy, difuſing their polſon througl the hands of fo. 
reign agents and domeſtie en 2 57 rf 
IRE: eo ns Hale 


— and 1 this FRO: in 
"a unhappy country ; over the horrors it has produc- 
| - wh ; the unexampled atrocities and the puniſhinents they 
provoke—puniſhments more deeply lamented where 
epd fafety-has impoſed the dreadful noceſſity of 
inſlicting them, than by all the elamors of thoſe who 
ery Perſecution” becauſe they are not ſuffered to 
perſecute, and © Cruelty” becauſe they have been re- 
ſtrained in their ſavage eourſe of burning, and mur- 
ders and maflacres. Over all this melancholy ſcene, 


nunc the puniſhments muſt both be objects of the 
_ vleepelt grief and affliction to the miniſter of the Goſ- 
plant his gfly conſdlation, while the one conti- 
nue to makę the other neceſſary, is to ſee mercy ſeize 
every occaſion to interpoſe, and clemency and com- 
- paſſion reſtrain the hand that holds the fword of juſ- 
tice. To enter any further into this ſubje&, is the 
- lefs-neceffary, as. I am principally to addreſs myſelf 
to thoſe, who are thoroughly acquainted with all the 


f firſt inſpired the tyrannical uſurpers of France with the 
- ; hope of being able to carry into the boſom of this 
country the war, of which we had, hitherto, felt 
. only the diſtant effects, and to turn their thoughts to 
the fea, for the accompliſhment of their deſigns. 


In 


f 


\ 


N. tr) 


uh ai thr had recourſe to their terrible re. 
quiſition. You remember the reſult. A nav, I may 
= created, in their ports. The Ghambel- covered 
with a fleet, equipped and manned, as. in the proudeſt 
days of that reſtleſs and enterprizing people 3 fure | 
paſſing our own 1 ay Heme 
mee. Dh (15 Op 

eee 5g Ab dey ed 
Here ws are to look for the firſt earneſt and pledge of 


dhe divine favor; ſtill extended to our ſovereign and ; 


et” ver — cho 1-4 
rr Kae 


een "AL MFC | 

For our reſource 1 Lee Cad ans | 
pleaſed, previouſly to taiſe up for us one af thoſe 
men, who bring us back to the days af old Britim 
heroiſm, when the Soldier and the Chriſtian ſa oſten 
formed ane character —-Hhen the moſt aſſured de- 


models of unaffected religion, and blameleſs morals, 


and while they feared their God, ſhewed that they 
knew no other fear. A man, who at a time of life 
when others think only of repoſing themſelves in 
quiet and eaſe, amidſt the laurels they may have 
gained, returned to the quarter · deck at the command 


of his ſovereign, and exceeded all that he had him- 
ſelf before atchieved. A man whoſe mind requires 


arduous and difficult and deſperate occaſions to call 
out its full powers. Cautious, circumſpect, delibera- 


tire 


G23 


de l w gbd what Wichbut 
| ſuch preparations, might be called: raft, in executitig. 
Always going to his point, unaffected by profeſſional 
miſrepreſentations or popular itnpatience. Ever con- 
ident of himſelf and of his own reſources, although 
without aſſumption or diſplayz and never more clear, 
diſtinct, and aſſured in his deſigns, than when by ſu- 
perficial obſervers, or jealous rivals, he has been re- 
preſented as confuſed and embarraſſed- Such was 
the conqueror of the firſt of June. Thus diſciplined; 
and thus prepared to bear the ſtandard of à king, 
in the Divine Hands to open that career of glory, in 
en he has been wy ſo u; followed, 


I 1 7 
ld ates 5 font Tir: 51 were 


Wis {»Þ-talk of: hw «Ewen in this Wade wad 
diſctirging the ſacred miniſtry with which I have been 
entruſted/ dhe ſpirit of the world ſupgeſts the lan- 
guage of the world; and I forget the ſolemn admo- 
nition of the text; and I overlook the myſterious dif- 
penſations of Providence that couples victory with 
defeat, and proclaims to man that in his moſt high 
and palmy ſtate, it is not given him to rejoice without 
_ trembling. The ſame hand that thus opened the 


path of victory to our fleets through” the ſta, and 
through the mighty waters, was preparing freſh judg- 
ments againſt us by land.—-The Chriſtian was tri- 
-umphing in the cauſe of religion and morals and 
ſocial order in the Channel; hut the Inſidel, and the * 
Atheiſt, and the Champion of licentiouſneſs and anar- 
— chy 


6 


Ae ene eee defeat in a ſingle 
day all. che effects of che repeated and dear- bought 


victories of the allies. 80 it ſeemed good to him 


who, in the execution of his own eternal deſigns, 
cuts off the ſpirit of princet, and is terrible to the 
kings of the earth. Thur inſcrutable are l far, 
eee 


1 - 
I-44» 


o but news Par ga Man will te- 
; quire an account for theſe apparent deviations from the 
courſe of moral nature. He will ſet up his ſtandard 
to meaſure Infinity, and with his plummet he will fa- 
thom the depths of omnipotence. Shall the. bold 
defiers of God, and the ſcourges of his creatures tri- 
umph ? And ſhall they who fight in his name, and for 
the ſupport of his moral government, experience no- 
thing but loſſes and diſgraces, and defeat? Shall 

Urael be led away captive by Babylon, and God's 
people bear the chains of the heathen? Shall Lewis 
periſh on the ſcaffold, and a Seyes enjoy the fruits of 
his crimes, in the uninterrupted poſſeſſion of power 
cemented by blood, and ſplendor reflected from guilt ? 
Is this conſiſtent with wiſdom? with juſtice? with the 
faithfulneſs of God's promiſes ? Thus man argues, 
and thus it is natural that man ſhould argue while 
he goes not out of himſelf for a clue to guide him 
through this myſterious labyrinth of providential diſ- 
penſations. Even where he is inſtructed to look up to 
the ſovereign Diſpoſer, in the various revolutions 
Eg the face of the earth. Even where re- 
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„den dans tay of tight alipart this eh, | 
he often feels perplexed and confounded in Gonitenip- 


to account for, either in their means, or their object. 
But there is this difference between the inſide and the 


diſpel his fears, he either ſinks at once under the 
helpleſſieſs of deſpair, or he throws. hiniſelf on 4 
courſe of baſe, vicious, and hortible expediems. But 


the believer has a fure anchor of hope by which to 


hold—a /ofe haven where he can ever fly for ſhetter— 
laſtructed and encouraged to look up to a good and 
wiſe Diſpoſer, he finds, if not his dehiverance, at 
| leaſt his conſolation in his dependence on him; and 
while he continues to exerciſe himſelf in every thing 
that is right, juſt, and honeſt, in the ſight both of 
God and man, and neglects no proper exertion of 
his faculties; or his means, he ſubmiſſively waits for 


the iſſue of the divine councils. To be qualified to 


decide on God's government of the world, he knows 
that he muſt be himſelf equal to the government of 
the world. To judge of the ſyſtem of his provi- 
dence, he mult be acquainted with all the parts of 
that ſyſtem z he muſt know all that God knows, and 
be able to perform all that God is able to perform. 
But who is equal to theſe things ? Whom hath th. 
Lord admitted to his councils, or who hath perceived or 
heard his word. By what diſcoveries can we judge of 


Nin 4 his 


| believer j the infidet is loſt in the thick: and impene - 
_ trable datkneſs that envelopes him. Finding nothing 
within him, or around him to clear his doubts, or 


his proteadings, bur be his has . 


« i9')) 


pleaſed to-reveaFtous by his Spirit. Of the nature and 
the extent of this revelationwe may eaſily forms 


judgment. Tv ſecrrt things, that is to ſay, thethings 


that it is unneceſſary for us to know, and that-we' 
cannot know, belong antothe Lord our God ;* but rhofe | 
that are revealed belong ta us und to our children; They 
culties. Where theſe faculties. fink under the divine 
eouncils.— Where we are incapible of purſuing the 
flight of Omnipotence; where we can neither un- 
derſtand the ways, nor comprehend the reaſons, nor 
judge of the inſtruments, nor diſcover the ends of 
the divine proceedings, all that remains for us is to 
believe, and to conſide, and to truſt the government 
of the world to him that made it. Thus religion, 
like the conquerorꝰs fword, muſt cut what reaſon can- 
not untie. Thus it teaches us that faith in God ir 
knowledge, and the fear of the Lord viſuum und un- 
derſtanding. Aſſiſted by this faith, and receiving 
from this religion ſuch a portion of light as our na- 
ture can bear, and our wants require, we are enabled 
to account, even to the ſatisfying of our reaſon, why 
God may make uſe of what inſtruments he thinks fit 
in carrying on his deſigns upon the nations of the 
earth in their ſeveral generations. Why he can exe- 
cute his-decrees by à pious Joſhua, or an . 


| Nebuchadnezar ; by a holy David, or a haughty, in- 


tolent, blaſpheming Senacherib—By this we are en- 


abled to purſue, if with e and trembling,. yet not 


9 


: * 


6 
with deſpondeney, the deſtruitive courſe of the pre- 
ſent diſturbers of the world as they go on conguering, 
and perhaps {til to conguer. We can ſee them, like 
the rods of God's anger, among the heathens of old, 
lay waſte deſenced cities into rainous heaps ; decide the 


fate of empires and of nations 3 diſpoſe of ſceptres, 
face of the earth, as if they had exalted their throne. = L 
above the fart of God, and were like: the moſt high. ' 
The miſeries they have already inflicted,” ſtrike us 
with horror; we tremble at the further miſeries, with 
which they menace the earth; but He to whom all 
times, with all the events that diſtinguiſh them, are 
equally preſent; He who, while He ſuffers a guilty 
generation to be puniſhed by its own crimes, may be 
preparing bleſſings for generations to come, ſees them 
only as inſtruments in His hands accompliſhing ſome 
great deſign of His Providence, and opening a way 
for ſome ſcheme of renovated happineſs, and more 
abundant mercies to man. Tet a little while and the 
indignation ſhall ceaſe,and His anger in their deſtrudtion ; 
by Himſelf has He ſworn that the ſeed of evil doers ſhall 
not proſper. In His own day He will ſtir up @ ſcourge 
for them; He knows the time, and it is at this inſtant 
preſent to Him, when the whole earth ſhall again be at 
reft, and be quiet from their tyranny; when hell from 
beneath ſhall be moved to meet the leaders of their ſa- 
vage hoſts, and the directors of their ſavage: coun-. 
als ; when all the chief ones of the earth, and all the 
\. kings of the nations. ſhall be ſtirred up againſt them, and 
NM? their 
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In the mean time God is pleaſed to ſuffer mt. 
fery and deſolation to mark the progreſs of theif E 
arms, and the extenſion of their principles. Exel 


in their confederacy there is ſhame; there is dif- 


grace, and diſhonor, and ruin. Whether they cor- 
rupt by their doctrines, deceive by their arts, or in- 
timidate by their arms and their cruelties, their alli 
ance is as deſtructive, and terrible as their hoſtility. 
Nations, that in the days of the higheſt ambition of | 
France, made her haughty monarchs tremble, and 
led them captives to their arms, pow bend in the 
moſt abje& and helpleſs ſubmiſſion to the domineer- 


ing friendſhip of theſe uſurpers. In the perſon of a di- 


rectorlal anibaffador, they tremble before their maſ- 
ter. Degenerate and degraded Spain ! What an aw- 
ful warning has ſhe given to the independent nations 
of Europe to beware of the friendſhip of theſe com- 
mon enemies of mankind, to avoid the contamina- 
tion of their fraternal embrace. Forced into a' war 
deſtructive of her beſt intereſts ; with a people broken 
and diſpirited; with thoſe treaſures exhauſted, in the 
mines of which ſhe had long buried her ancient ſpirit 
and her ancient glory, we have ſeen her compelled 


by threats and menaces, and taunting inſults, to cope 


with the Britiſh flag to cope with that flag, with 
which her fleets: had ſo lately rode triumphant, and 
vainly to diſpute that empire of the fea, for which 
her tyrants themſelves no longer dared to contend. 
B Tried 


Tried and deſpiſed as an * . ou brave ſeamen had 
ſittle to dread from ſuch ah” Idverfary ; and if any 


thing could poſſibly take from the — glory 
acquired by him who was the inſtrument of Provi- 
dence in this ſecond moſt ſplendid victory, for which 
we rejoice before the Lord, it was the foe he had to 
cantend vith, and the flag over which he n. 


„ 


ſpirit of his fleet, know that equal ſucceſs might have 


been expekted from him, had he been oppoſed 


to an enemy more worthy of his high name. Such 


an enemy had been alſo deluded from our alliance ; i - 
|  fuch an enemy had alſo been compelled by their pro- 


teQors, to meet the force that had annihilated their 
own naval power. I own, I cannot contemplate this 


third and laſt victory, brilliant as it was, and, I had 


almoſt ſaid, the greateſt, whether conſidered i in itſelf, 
or in its conſequences, that has ever graced our na- 
val annals, with the ſame unmixed ſatisfaction (un- 
mixed except from feelings of humanity) as thoſe 
over the ancient enemies of our religion and name. 


Holland owed, chiefly, to England, the firſt beſt gift 


one nation can receive from another, under the pro- 
tection of Providence, and the faithfully repaid „ 


The liberty which Elizabeth had been fo principally 


inſtrumental in ſecuring to the ſtates, the immortal 
William reſtored to theſe e kingdoms in renewed vigor, 
and in force to aſſert thoſe principles, which after- 


wards matured and perfected our conſtitution, under 


the auſpices of the illuſtrious houſe, that now fills the - 


o 


a Ali who 5 his profeſional character, a the 
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drohe, fn the harmotiy thus confirmed dd de. 
. two countries, France ſaw — 

chief oppoſition ſhe had to dread in the refileſs pro- 

ſecution of her ambitious deſighs. To interrupt it has . 

| been a ſtanding maxim of her policy. An internal 

faction, foſtered and fed; for. upwards of a century, 

dy the old court; had once before, in our own days, 

'I' been ſucceſsful in promoting this her favorite object; 

and ſhe ſaw her two moſt formidable enemies Uiſplay- 

ing their ſkill,- their bravery; and their reſources, in 

hoſtile oppoſition to each other. The infatuation was 

J. not laſting. The doubtful engagement off the Dogger 

| Bank terminated the effuſion of ftiendly blood. Bug 

it vas reſerved to republican Frdtice to make the 

2 breach, I fear, final; and the unnatural hoſtility, L 
| feat, mortal, to the victims of her fatal frietidhip. 

Their laſt effort, was indeed worthy of their ancient 
ſpirit z but, the deliverance was the more ſignal, and 
the event the more gloxious to bur arms. For this 
danger, alſo, God had been pleaſed to call one of thoſe 
mighty ones whom he ſatiftifies for his anger. His coun- 
try expected great things from him; he exceeded her 
expectations; and by an effort of ſkill, conduct, and 
valot, never ſurpaſſed, and ſeldom equalled, he 
cruſhed on the 11th of October the W 
. | (rs 
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Thus i e confideres the events thar hüt 
led. to this day's ſolemnity. It may at firſt appear ill 

| porn on ſuch a * to advert to any other ſubject 
$f 'Ba than 
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if not moroſe, to obtrude objects of fear and appre- 
henſion on thoſe who ate met to refaice.” But ſince 
it has not yet pleaſed God to give his bleſſings and 
mereies pure and unmixed, it hecomes not his mi- 
piſters to ſeparate them in their exhortations to his 
people. We have no authority to enoourage you to 


rejoice; in the ſucceſs with which he has bleſſed us, 
Without #rembling at the judgment, which, in our 


general ſtate, ftill hang over us. It is our duty 
(and woe to us if we-negle@ it) to {et before you 


be bleſſing and the curſe, the invitations to repent- 


ance, and the warnings againſt a perſeverance in 
eur fins. We have no other inſtructions on this 
point but from the word of God. Warned our- 
ſelves. by. that word, we are bound to warn you that 
an obſtinate perſeverance in ſin, that can neither be 
ſubdued by puniſhment, nor melted down-by mercies; 
that is not to be reclaimed either by fear, or by gra- 
titude, is that laſt aggravation of national depravity 
that leads to final rejection. The love of our eternal 
Father; that love that is as diſtinguiſhable in his chaſ- 
tiſements as in his mercies, has no. other expedient 
left to work upon his incorrigible children. When 
that has proved ineffectual, nothing remains but a 
certain fearful looking for judgment. God's juſtice is 
committed. He is bound to aflert the purity of his 
moral government, and to give a ſalutary and effec- 
tive example to the other kingdoms of the earth, that 

. ä they 
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6 they. a Fa 'righteoufugf As ches ken Ulis 
tions, the virtubus individual may be ſwept away in 


the torrent ; the good may be involved in the ame 
| calamity with the bad; and the blood of theinndcent 
may be ſhed by the hands of the guilty ; but he Wh 
thus ſuffers, has no warrant from the ſeriptures to 


arrajgn the juſtice, or miſtruſt the promiſes of God. 
The ſcriptures no where hald out ſueceſs in this world 


or uninterrupted tranquillity on this fide the grave, 
to the followers of the crucified Jeſus, ag their: re- 
_ ward, There is a day of retribution appointed b) 
_ this © judge, of quick arid dead, when, for the work of 
euery man he ſhall render unta him, and cauſe. every 
man 10 find according unto his own: ways, But the pu- 
niſhment- of ſinful nations camot/ await that judgs 
ment. In the capacity in which they ſinned; they 
mult pay the forfeit of their ſins. | Human laws pu- 
 niſh the individual for the good of the community, 
of which he is a member; but what the individual is 
to his own community, that a nation is to the great 
aggregate of mankind, and the univerſal Governor 
and Legiſlator, puniſhes its guilt and its crimes, for 


the good of the great ſociety of nations. For national 
iniquities, it muſt ſuffer, national calamities.. The 
ſcourges of war, peſtilence, or famine, the lofs of that 
peace which it abuſed, and the withdrawing of thoſe 
bleflings which it converted into ſo many ſources, uf 
crimes—So ſpeaks the word of truth. Feruyfalem it 
ruined and Judah is fallen. Why * becaaſe their tongue 
and their: doings are againſt the Lordi. Her ftaff and 
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and the jugge, and the EY 
the ancient; and the honourable men, ani the counſolbr. 
She has neither a head to adviſe, nor a tongue to per. 
ſuade, nor a hand to execute. The. Lord mingleth: 
a perverſe ſpirit in abo midi of her, and cauſeth bor ia 
err in every work, for ſhe caſt away the law of the Lord 
of Hts end dypied ann, 


60 ſpeaks the word A And-deticot h 
deſpiſers of God, or thoſe who ſcoff at religion, 
if any ſuch ſhould have obtruded themſelves amongſt | 
us this day, mix, even in the filence of their thoughts, 
the pride and arrogance of their philoſophy with the 
ſimplicity and humbleneſs of our faith. Let not the 
daring Atheiſt or preſumptuous ſpeculatiſt, here 
come to profane the ſolemnity of this day by ſetting 
up in their hearts, «where they ſay there is no God, 
human agency, or the courſe of nature, the paſſions 
of men, or the diſorders of the elements in oppoſt- 
tion to theſe diſcoveries of revelation and theſe de- 
_ clarations from Heaven, of which I have been put- 
ting you in mind. Can they imagine that we are leſs 
+ acquainted than they how far the agency of thoſe crea- 
tures of God operates in the general ſyſtem ? 
That we are to be told or da not acknowledge how 
far, under the order of things he has been pleaſed to 
eſtabliſh, theſe his . inſtruments are neceſſary in ac- 
compliſhing his deſigns. But while we know all this, 
we alſo know that he who tempered the elements, 
and moulded the mind o man as he willed, can alſo 


ſway 


N 10 K = 
G 
ö * 


„ 

ſteuy them to bös will. As he formed tem vfthout 

their knowledge, he cat alfo influence them without 
their being eonſcious of that influence." The moral 
as well as the phyſical” agent is in his hands, and he 
makes both ſubſervient to his Government, although 
both may be equally infenſible of the wonderful mi- 
niſtration in which they are employed. We differ, 
therefore, from the infidel in this. We fee the 
fprings of human actions as the infidel ſees them; but 
ve alſo ſee the maſter hand that moves theſe ſprings. 
We obſerve the various revolutions that change the 
face of the Earth: but we alſo fee him who fetteth up- 
im the circle of the Earth, guiding and directing theſe 
revolutions through all their apparent deviations and 
| ſeeming excentricities; mags the courſe of theſe 
prodigies of our day in the moral, as he traces the 


vate the principles of growth and life, and by ways, 
known only to himſelf, conducting all things to the 
ends for which he defigned them. Let then thefe 


theſe mockerr' and deſpiſers rather return from hence 


ſtriking their brea/ts, and acknowledging Him whom 
they have hitherto denied. Let them at length open 
their eyes to the diſplay of the wonders in the moral 
world, to which their vices and their conſequent infi- 
delity have hitherto blinded them; and let us and 
all who fear God, and acknowledge his providerite 
examine how far the victories for which we have of. 
fered our thankſgivings, may be conſideted as bleſſings 
in themſelves, or as earneſls of our final deliverance 


from our enemies, 
| We 


Comets path through the phyſical ſyſtem, to reno- 
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erful to evil, and weak to good? Shall rank and ſta- 


F 


0 We have ſeen, I truſt we all have ſeen the inten- 


tions, the expectations, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, 
of our God in theſe ſignal deliyerances, that ſupport 


And encourage us under all our unprecedented trials 


and difficulties. Our next ſtep is to examine how 
far we have anſwered, or are likely..to anſwer, theſe 

expectations. In this examination each muſt begin 
by examining himſelf, National reformation muſt 
be the reſult of individual reformation. Each mult ſee 
how far he ſhall labour, for himſelf, to appeaſe that 


'wrath, which each muſt be conſcious he has contris | 


buted to provoke. I know that all exhortations to 


| National reformation are received by many only as 


matter of declamation. They reaſon from experi- 
ence. What conſequences have ſuch exhortations ever 
produced? Where in our own days are the effects of 
fox years exhortations, and remonſtrances, and warns 
ings? Our calamities have multiplied -within that 
period; in what are we reformed? Theſe. calami- 
ties have been contraſted by many mercies? In 
what are we reformed ? The fact, unfortunately, 


is ſo; but it does not warrant the conſequence, 


Becauſe à diſorder is epidemic muſt we attempt 
no individual cure? Becauſe it is obſtinate muſt 
we fink in deſpair, and neglect. all preſerva- 
tives? If there is a contagion in vice that ſpreads 


through a community, and infeQts whatever it touches 


is there nothing purifying in the contact of virtue to 
counteract that contagion? Shall example be pow- 


SES] 
ſtation have power to change the entire charatter of 
a ſociety, and to introduce a difloluteneſs and licen- 


tiouſneſs of manners unknown to our: Fathers, and 
ſhall we have no hope from the effects of a fuceeſſion 


of virtue, and worth, and modeſt dignified decorum 


and reſerve gracing power, and recommending it to 
eſteem and veneration? Shall the virtues of the 
Throne, equally repreſented with its power, be un- 
equal to the reform of thoſe-who in every ing elſe 
watch its bias and * to its will? / 


| Soierhing . bee Either we are in 
earneſt, or we are not. If we are not in earneſt, why 
deſcend to diſſimulation? Why do in this inſtance 
what we ſhould diſdain to do in any of our tranſactions 
with the world? Pretend ſentiments which we never 
entertained? Advance opinions contrary to our con- 
viction? And act a part which it is obvious does not 
belong to us? I can underſtand the impious ſtanding 
upon their impiety, with ſomething like a fairneſs and 
conſiſtency of character. I can underſtand the con- 
duct of thoſe who at this inſtant are inſulting this ſo- 
lemnity, and the orders of their Sovereign, i in the 
face of day, and through your ſtreets ; teaching your 
populace to act in open violation of every ordinance 
human and divine, ſerving the cauſe of irreligion and 
inſubordination, much more effeQually than all the 
writings of all your incendiaries, and diſdaining to mix 
with the faithful who fear God, or reverence His, 
name, or admit His providence, But if we are in 
earneſt ; if we have been led to the Church of God 
| | » 
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CE» my 
—— ſetibufly knd devoöthy to offer 
up our thankſpivings to < the Giver of rn eg 
« to beſeech him to continue to bleſs the arms of our 
„ ſovereign "with fuccels, and by abating che pride, 


« afſuaging the malice, and « ding the devices 
«:of our enemy, to deliver the world from the 


ſcourge of war and of civil infurreftion?” what 


ſhould be our reflections? Can we expect that God 
will continue to fight our battles with our enemy? 
only that we may go on to ſhew the ſame contempt of 
his religion, the fame neglect of his ordinances, the 
fame denying, either in belief, of in practice, of the Son = 


of God, the fame depraved, bebauched, and licentious 


manners, that have drawn down this vengeance on the 
world? Can we proſtrate ourſelves before God, in the 


hope of His attending to our prayers and ſupplications 


for the reſtoration of the bleſſings of peace from abroad, 
and of tranquility and order at home, only that we 
ſhould perſevere in abuſing thoſe” bleſſings? Only 
that we ſhould continue to devote them to the in- 
dulgence of every vicious, Iicentious, or diffipated 
propenſity, which we know muſt be offenſive to the 
gracious giver, and provoke him to wrath againſt =. 
What a mockery of this folemnity ? What treaſon to 
the pious king who appointed this ſolemnity, and with 
the whole Engliſh nation celebrated it with ſuch 
pomp, ſanified with ſuch piety and devotion ! What 
a freſh inſult on heaven, and what an additional ſource 
of alarm to all who look to God- alone for deliver- 
ance from our enemies? For who that fears that God 
| | Can 


rn 


an fee the vioes and the impiety rl 


them, as it were, in their. approach, and 
taking poſſeſſion of our ſtrong holds, and have any 
confidence that God will command deliverance for un in 
the day of their coming? Who that fears God can 
fee us bow to the ſame idols, and with the ſame abomi- 
nations, provoke the. Lord ta anger, and not tremble, 
leſt he ſhould put us alſoto ſhame, —_ DOPE 
Ov PEN WY 17 


What Hi remains, dun de ih the Sls of 
God we caſt away thoſe idols which. our hands. have 
made for our fins, that.we may not fall among them that 


fell, but that Gad may ſuffer us ill to dwell in this 
place, the land which be gave ta aur fathers? Aban- 


doned by all our allies, as inſulated in our reſources, 
as in our ſituation, we have nothing left but our own 
unconquerable ſpirit, and our vigor riſing to the 
trial, and above all, our truſt in God. But, to. truſt 
in God, we. muſt firſt offer him the ſacrifice of rigbte. 
gf It is not enough to attend the ſolemm meeting, 
and in his temple to offer him the tribute of praiſe, 
With our ſins the /alemn meeting is iniquity to him; 
and to approach him with . praiſe, we muſt enter 


through the gates of righteouſneſs. Waſh you, make you' 


clan, put away the evil of your doings. from before the 
ejes of God, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well. Then, 


jj you confide in God, then, if you build on the rock- 


of Hs frength, your confidence will not be vain, al- 
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7 hoſe terrible ane, theſe yo n 
in the frenzy of their reſentments, and tlie inſolence 
of their ſucceſs: againſt other nations, may, with the 
Ferſian boaſtet, threaten to fetter the ſea, and laſh it 
into ſubmiſſion, There is but one hand that can 
| Fratch over the expanſe of theſe mighty waters ; there 
is but one voice that can rebuke its proud waves, con- 
troul their rage, and preſczibe them their limits. That 
hand has been alteady bared ngainſt our enemy in the 
victories we celebrate. That voice has already ſpoken. 
in the form) and either forced their fleets on our 
ſhores, or ſcattered them over the face of the deep, 
and made them return by the way by which they came, 
without the aid of human agency, that he alone 
might have the glory. 80 were theſe kingdoms once 
menaced by another people, influenced by ſimilar re- 
ſentments, and a ſimilar thirſtof revenge; equallydeter- 
mined on the final extinction of the Engliſh power and 
name; equally wanton and inſolent from ſucceſs ; 
equally confident in the numbers, reputation, and ve. 
teran bravery of their invincible Armada, but now 
trembling before your flag, and not thinking them- 
felves ſafe from its terrors, even in their own ports. 
They alſo · had traitors, bought to their cauſe in the very 
heart of our empire. Then alſo was this unhappy land 
torn and diſtracted by civil and religious feuds. Then 
alſo were its ill-fated natives deceived and miſled, and 
maddened into ſedition, and goaded on to their ruin 
by 


8 ; 
by forelgu and domeſtic incendiaries, pretending theit 
intereſts, and working on their prejudices.” But, the 
hope and reſouree of the magnanimous princeſs, who 
then ſwayed the ſceptte of theſe realms, were the 
fame as our beloved ſovereign now reſts on. To all the 
and inexorable enemy, ſhe oppoſed the hearts of her 
ſubjects, the juſtice of her cauſe, and her reliance on 
heaven. You know the reſult; you are met this day 
to aſeribe praiſe to that Being, to whom alone Eliza- 
beth acknowledged ſhe owed: all = nar and 2 
ann e SOR b. | 


Take hold therefore of the 15 A and 100 
Some hand will ordain peace fot you. Call forth-all the | 
energies, bring forward all the reſources of your 
country. Employ all the human means that Provi- 
dence offers you to accompliſh your ſafety. Conſult 
with wildom ; plan with fill and prudenee; decide | 

and act with firmneſs; Be foring arid wery cotrageons; | 
Such is the exhortation of the Lord: Mmſelf to the 
general of His army, and the leader of His people. 
But mind what follows, Only ob/erve to db according to 
all the law which I command thee ; turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left, for ſo ſhalt thou make thy 
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What we have hitherto ſuffered, 14 us receive as the 
puniſhment of our ſins; by forſaking theſe ſins, wy 
us endeayour to avert what we {till fear to ſuffer, Let 

4 5 us 
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| n and hem, in lik orth be bid 
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rate His mame; His religion, His obſervances, Let us 
renounce our diſſolute pleaſures ; our rage ſor idle 
and ſinful amufements , our faſhionable follies, and 
the vices that are nearly reſcued from the ſhame in. 
herent in them, by the countenance they give and re- 
ceive, and the circles in which they move. Let us no 
longer encourage by example, that ſpirit of infidelity 
' and itreligion, that has principally contributed to 
produce the infurreftivn of the lower orders againſt 
the higher, dy which the hiſtory of our unhappy 
days will be diſtinguiſhed to the lateſt poſterity, Ter- 
ribly has that example recoiled upon the poſſeſſors of 
rank and authority, and wealth in another land ; and 
unaccountable is the infatuation that diſregards ſo 
many living proofs (proofs that we can ſee with our 
eyes, arid tonch with our bands) warning us of our 


danger, and calling on us to avoid it. Liſten not 


alone to the Chriſtian philoſopher, wielding the thun- 


der of his eloquence againſt the giants of our day, 
who would ſcale the heavens and pull the Eternal from 


His tene. Liſten not alone to the miniſter of the 
Goſpel, pleading the cauſe of his divine Maſter, and 
anxious for the falyation of thoſe who hear Him. 
Where will you find a man, unleſs publicly avowing 
his alliance with the people of theſe abominations, who 


* 

does nat hourly, deſcan on the neceſſiy.of ſupporting 
religion, and preſerving its reſtraints,. to guide and 
coerce the great body of the people? What page is 
there in our ſtatute books, that is not loaded with re · 
gulations to ſecure a veneration for religious worſhip, 
and enforce a due obſeryance. of religious ardinances? 
In. what debate, or at what council? - In what delibe- 
ration, in hat declaration, or inſtrument of ſtate does 
not religion appear to occupy the thoughts and rivetthe 
attention of the prince, the miniſter and the legiſlator? 
What then can be fo unaccountable, what could ap: 

pear ſo incredible, 23 to make the whale of our prac · 
8 to our profeſſions and declarati- 
ons? As to take pains, as it were that our example 
ſhould defeat our councils? ? As to warn others againſt 
the danger, yetencreaſe it curſelyes. Chviſtians i in the 
ſenate and at the council board, ſhall we outrage 
Chriſtianity and trample. on its code in our domeſtic 
and ſocial circles, and in the face of our families and 
dependants , and friends. | Shall we enforce the in- 
junctions of religion among the people as legiſlators, 
and adviſers to the Crown? As magiſtrates, ſhall we 
ſwear to enforce them? and yet ſhall we make our 
whole conduct a living exhortation to the people to 
break through all reſtraints of religion, to deſpiſe all 
its ordinances, to profane i its ſabbath, to deſert its 
temples, to forſake its public worſhip, and to look 
on all this zeal in its cauſe as a ſolemn, mockery that 
has too long deceived the ſimple and miſled the ig- 
norant, n 
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den wo 6 arm ourſclyes for ' religion ad for 
| " hp hm er of Lim made in its ſpirit ? Shall we 
de pledged to riſk our fortunes and our lives in their 
ſfupport? Yet ſhall our array be an array of impiety ? 
an array of irreligion? Shall it diſplay itſelf in our 
| ſtreets, as if in open ridicule of its 0wn pretenfions at 
the only hour of the week ſet apart for the more im- 
mediate ſervice of religion, and conſecrated to that 
fervice eveti by the laws of the land ? Shall its mili- 
tary. pomp and buſtle mix itſelf with the cties of 
wretches, publicly offering treaſon and ſedition and 
atheiſm foe fale, through your capital, and under the 
eyes of your magiſtrates interrupting t the public wor- 
ſhip, and drowning the voices of the miniſters of 
God, and of the few who join Him in ſending up 
their prayers | to Heaven for a bleſſur g on our arms? 


Theſe i it will be faid, are Forms. We anſwer that 
in a certain ſenſe, theſe are every thing. The reli- 
gion of the individual, and the religion of à people, 
though having the ſame foundations, muſt be conſi- 
dered in different points of view. The firſt is in the 
heart. It conſiſts purely in believing in God, in re- 
ceiving his word, in obeying his will, in confiding 
In his promiſes, in imitating his perfections. He who 
poſſeſſes it may be faid to find a temple wherever be 
moves. Every place he frequents 1s a place of prayer. 
Every act he performs is an act of adoration. But 
the religion of a people muſt be ſhewn in public. It 
muſt be exerciſed in the face of day. It muſt have 
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its fates ted periods of exhibition. — is fab 


| baths, its days of peculiar obſervance, returning in 
regular ſucceſſion, with all their rites and ceremonies, 
and forms of worſhip, that ſtrike and impreſs, and 
edify, and unite all ranks and ſtations in one att of 
homage to the common father of all, and that are 
calculated, us we find it expreſſed in the introduction 
to our book of common prayer, to ſtir up tlie dull 
a mind of man to the remembrance of his duty to God, 


«6 by ſome notable and eſpecial fignification”. Where 
theſe do not exiſt there cannot long be any religion. 


This has been well dend by "that tikpi- 
ous conſpiracy, that has na era to debauch 

mankind from all reverence for God, or for the reli- 
gion of his Son: As the firſt and moſt effe@ual 
ſtep towards the accomplifhtnent of their object they 
began by aboliſhing the ſabbath, and proſeribing its 
ordinances. From the moment they interdicted te 
the votaries of pleaſure, or the drudges of buſineſs, 
all ſtated periods of worſhip, all regular returns of 
pious inſtructions and devour exerciſes, from chat mo- 
ment they knew that every impreſſion of religion 
muſt gradually wear away, and that the human mind, 
running wild from the interruption of all Gòſpel cul- 
ture, muſt ſoon preſent the ſoil beſt fitted to veceive 


They judged right. The people were prepared for 
the experiment, and would have it ſo. They had be- 
e | gun 


W | 
| gun by abuſing and profaning the ſabbath, thoy ended 
by acquieſcing in its abolition. Religion vaniſhed, and 
all the horrots, at which the world trembles, followed 
of courſe—You have the example before your eyes 
You ſeethat the abuſe leads to the aboligion, and you 
dleprecate the experiment amongſt qurſelyes. Whence 
then theſe ſabbaths profaned? Theſe aſſemblies of the 
idle, the frivolous and the diſſolute, even in a place con- 
ſeerated to the firſt and diſtinguiſhing virtue of Chrif-/ 
tianity ? Theſe routs and theſe tables crowded with 
the faſhionable violators of the laws of God and man, 
under the eyes of their ſervants, whole irreligious and 
lawleſs principles they dread ? Whence theſe churches 
deſerted ? This word of God never heard? This miniſ- 
try deſpiſed and ridiculed? Theſe facraments unfre- 
quented; to many almoſt unknown? This people de- 
bauched, ſeduced and led aſtray by example, and in- 
fluence, and then foreing you to puniſh them by exceſſes 
into which the contempt of religion, and the releaſe 
from all its reſtraints, which they have daily before their 
eyes, mult neceſſarily betray them. It is time to awake 
from this dangerous infatuation. If among other 
molt efficient correctives, we wiſh to look for protec- 
tion againſt the madneſs of the times, in religious 
principles, we muſt begin by cultivating thoſe princi- 
ples, in ourſelves with increaſing ardor, and enforcing 


them by our conduct. We muſt not take them up, 
as we do our robes, and our maces, and our rods, 
for ſhew, and pomp, and ſtate, and to be laid down 
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by No, this is „ e our 
beloved Sovereign, this day, or of his Repreſentative. 
It is not thus that we can hope to raiſe ourſelves to 
the dignity of the great-and aweful part, which theſe 
nations appear. now to be called upon to act in the 
ſchęme of providence. Great and awful ia that part, 
if any thing ever was great and aweful under Heaven. 


The deſertion of all qur allies, at ſo perilous a moment., 


was doubtleſs, in the ordinary courſe of things, a 
ſubject of juſt alarm. It naturally depreſſed the ſpirits 
already ſo much exhauſted. It opened a ſcene of 


encreaſing difficulty and diſtreſs to thoſe: who were 


only thinking how they ſhould get out of the conteſt. 
But who can ſay that this very deſertion has not been 
the work of God for our good, and for our glory? 
As long as the Jewiſh people relied on their alliances, 
and truſted for their help to the Chariots and Hpr omen 
of Egypt, ſo long they experignced diſaſters and. de- 
feats. They never were ſecure, they never had a 
promiſe of yiftory, but when they had the Lord 

alone for their ff and their Hay K 


1 am not dien of the damen 0 a ven 


1 have too high a reſpect for your religious principles; 
too high a reſpe& for your underſtanding, ta direct 
you to ſearch in this, gr any other part of God's pro- 
ceedings under the old diſpenſation, for any literal 
| 3 application 
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ing, warranted by every thing that preſents itſelf to 
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not apply, may elucidate; nor can I but have a feel. 


my conſideration, in treating this ſubjeCt as a miniſter” 


day; ald for ever, may have choſen ils ſervant, the 


Isfophy, and the groveling arrogance of the ſpecus 
latiſt, that cannot lift its eyes beyond the level of the 
earth, and that meanly difelaims all connexion' of af. 


of th& Goſpel, that He w0by is thy funits yeperday, th 


Sovereign of theſe kingdoms, as his ſole inſtrument 
in puniſhing the fruits of the out heart of our entmy, 
and thy glory of his high looks, The low pride of phi. 


fAinity between the human nature and the divine, may 


ſeorn and deride. | But Faith, ſublime in its humble. 
neſs, and towering in its fubmiſſiveneſs to the Moſt 
High, can ſee nothing to daz le its ſight, or damp i its 
| mee = a yn. 


Nor is the abe lf open, eren to enlightened 
reaſon. Our enemy may have left us without an 
Ally among the kings of the earth, —But, in the cauſe 


in which we are engaged againſt them, we can Ibok 


to alliances beyond the ſtrength and power of kings; 
an alliance with truth, and juſtice, and right—An 


alliance with morals, with laws, with ſocial order — 


Mr An alliance with the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, and His 
ce.ternal word, and his eternal promiſes, which theſe 


impious men have undertaken to defeat and difanul, 
Are not theſe juſt grounds of high hopes and un- 
thaken confidence, and firm reliance ? What can be 

more 
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ple, than to look to their. hates, Aches, 
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rence, and pride, the great nation of which we form. 
an integral part, in all the fortunes of which we 
| ſhare, with which we ſtand or fall. Around. het, all * 
is. terror and diſmay, and deſpendeney ; ally abe 
compromiſe, or timid ſubmiſſiqn to the powet that = 
all execrate, and all abhor; - She alone keeps: the 
| Ration ſhe originally aſſumed in the face of God and | 
man. On the eternal baſis of juſtice and equity, and 

right, the keeps her ſtand, and ſingly draves. the 
ſtorm that has laid low ſo many of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed powers of the earth. The whole fabtie ef 
ſociety is ſhaken ; the work of ages is falling into un. 
verſal ruin around her; ſhe alone remains firm and 
unmoved, like a maſſy and majeſtic column, amidit 
the fallen and ſhattered fragments of the ſplendid and 
noble edifice it had long contributed to ſupport. 
What a glorious diſtinction to form a part of ſuch a 
nation? What a proud pre- eminence to be leagued 
with her in ſuch a canfſe, While ſhe exhibits ſuch 
2 ſpectacle to the moral eye, how mean, baſe, and con- 
FL ate the ravings and invectives of the Infi- 
anarchiſt, and the unprincipled Libertine, 
g on all er is vicious ns degrading in our 

. erh nature? 
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of our has beſtoged on man moſt dear and ſa- 
* .cred in this life, or 3 
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WO, Only, once ated us adds to raife ourfelves 
| to the dignity of the cauſe in which we are engaged 

with her. Only let us purge ourſelves of whatever 
might taint the hearts, or contaminate the hands of | 
men-employed in this work of heaven, which muſt 
one day be accompliſhed. Only let us caſt away from 
amongſt us every evil thing that ean damp our 
hopes, diminiſh our truſt, or weaken our confidence 
in our God. If once the miniſters of religion could 
witneſs this happy change, they might not helitate to 
addreſs you, if not with the fame certainty as if their 
bps had been touched with the ſame hallqwed fire, 
yet with the ſame confidence in the unchangeableneſs 
of God's promiſes, as the prophet once addrefled the 
choſen people.—Say ye not a confederacy to all them to 
whom this people ſay a confederacy ; neither fear ye their 
fear, neither be afraid. Sanftify the Lord of. Hoſts 
Himſelf, and let Him be your fear, and let Him be your 
dread, and He ſhall be for a ſanctuary. He ſhall take 
out of your hands the cup of trembling, even the dregs 

. of the cup of his fury, you ſhall no more drink it again: 


but he will put it into the hands of them that afflitt | 
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